
CANINE BODY LANGUAGE

SUBMISSION

MAY URINATE IN 
EITHER POSITION

STRESS

LEARNING STOPS
NEEDS REST

PLAY BOW

MAY BARK AND RUN
IN SMALL CIRCLES

ACTIVE PASSIVE

BODY LOWERED

EARS BACK AVOIDS EYE CONTACT

LICKS AT
LIPS OF 

SUPERIOR

CORNER OF
MOUTH BACK

GROVELING
MOVEMENTS

TAIL DOWN
TIP MAY BE
WAGGING

LICKS OWN
LIPS OR NOSE

EARS BACK
TAIL TUCKED

TAIL DOWN

EARS BACK
PUPILS DIALATED

RAPID PANTING

CORNER OF MOUTH BACK

BODY LOWERED

SWEATING THROUGH PADS
EARS UP

TAIL UP
AND WAGGING

MOUTH OPEN

FRONT END LOWERED
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A GUIDE FOR THE DOG OWNER



NEUTRAL OR RELAXED

MOUTH MAY BE OPEN OR CLOSED.
MOST COMMON POSITION.

ALERT

A PRELUDE TO
ANOTHER BEHAVIOR

Reprinted with permission from High Desert Obedience Club

OFFENSIVE

VERY DANGEROUS AND
AGGRESSIVE.  READY TO ATTACK.

MAY BE GROWLING.

DEFENSIVE

WILL ATTACK AS LAST RESORT.
MAY BE GROWLING OR WHINING.

TAIL
DOWN

EARS UP

CORNER OF 
MOUTH RELAXED

EARS FORWARD

MOUTH CLOSED

STANDS TALL
AND FORWARD

TAIL
OUT

HACKLES UP EARS FORWARD

NOSE WRINKLED

TEETH EXPOSED

CORNER OF MOUTH
FORWARD

STANDS TALL AND FORWARD

TAIL UP
AND STIFF

HACKLES UP

EARS BACK

PUPILS DIALATED

WRINKLED NOSE

CORNER OF MOUTH BACK

BODY LOWERED

TAIL
TUCKED


